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DATES AND EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY: For the week beginning Monday 19th September 2016  
 
It was great to see so many new parents at the PFA coffee morning, there was a very friendly and happy buzz of 
conversation and laughter going on; we look forward to working with all our parents and welcoming you to our other 
events through the year. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has sent good wishes and messages for Mrs Havercroft.  She has a prolapsed disc, 
which is very painful and is making movement difficult.  However, she is gradually getting better and will hopefully 
be back with us in a few weeks, as soon as she is able to cope with the demands of classroom life. 
 
Parents visiting for lunch:  Parents are welcome to come for lunch any day of the week but meals must be 
booked and ordered before 10am so that Mrs Ridsdale can have sufficient food cooked, we cannot accommodate 
parents who just turn up at lunchtime.  As our meals are made to order to minimise waste, parents must take the 
option they chose when booking otherwise there are not enough of the correct meals for the children.   
 
Spelling and Reading homework:  You will have noticed that there are some changes in the way your child is 
bringing home their spellings.  We have a new spelling programme in school that is linked to the Read, Write, Inc. 
phonics scheme we use in KS1, which requires short, daily spelling activities in school backed up with some 
practice of tricky spellings at home.  The children choose 5 words they are finding tricky to remember in their 
logbook and then practice these at home three times over the week – we have given the children a homework book 
to practice in.  Reward stickers will be given to those children who can show they have managed to practice three 
times.  There will no longer be a formal spelling test at the end of the week, teachers will be assessing the children’s 
work to see how well they are applying the spelling rules they have learned.  The focus is on the teaching and 
applying of spellings rather than the testing of them.  There are explanations of the new routines, spelling rules and 
sounds in the logbooks for parents.   
 
Reading homework will be given to the children at the end of their first reading session for the whole week.  (Y6 
may have two sets given in order to split the amount into manageable chunks as they are expected to read a lot 
more.)  The expectation is that children will read 3x per week and that parents, or any other adult that your child 
reads with, needs to sign the reading record to show this has happened.  At least one occasion of reading needs to 
be the guided reading book, the other 2 can be made up of any other reading material your child chooses to read, it 
does not have to be ‘the school book’.  Again, children who can show that they have read 3 times that week will be 
given stickers as a reward.   
 
Watch this space for some exciting developments in maths homework! 
 
Hints and tips for readers: Dyslexia Action have put together a leaflet containing hints and tips to encourage your 
children to read.  Although this is titled for reluctant readers, there are some very useful tips in there for everyone.  I 
have attached this to the emailed version of the newsletter; please ask at the office if you would like a paper copy. 
 
Goal Sports Football Club:  I would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused last Wednesday evening when 
Goal Sports did not turn up.  While we passed a verbal message to the club that we wished it to continue this term, 
it seems that the message did not reach the organiser and we were not included.  We are working with Goal Sports 
to try to find an arrangement that works but at the moment, due to the limited staffing they have available, it is 
looking likely that the club will at best be restricted to a single key stage or at worst may not be able to go ahead at 
all.  I’ll keep you updated. 
 
Parking:  Some of our new parents may not be aware that Main Street narrows near the end of the school field so 
much that when two cars park on opposite sides of the road, it makes it difficult for other cars to pass, but 
impossible for larger vehicles such as buses, ambulances, delivery lorries etc. to get through.  The bus became 
stuck earlier this week, which then effectively blocks the entire village.  Please bear this in mind when you are 
parking.  You can always use ‘Park & Stride’ where you can park either at the Sports field or the New Inn car parks 
and walk the rest of the way to school.  This is open to all our families.  Thank you for parking considerately. 
 
Do you work for BP?  We are planning a science week for later this term and are trying to find local scientists to 
come and carry out some science activities in school with us.  I understand that BP are very supportive of local 
school science.  Please contact us if you think you can help. 
 
In preparation for science week, we are making a collection of clean, clear, plastic fizzy drink style bottles of any 
size or colour.  Please send any into school via the office or to your child’s classroom.   
 



The PFA AGM is on Wednesday 5th October at 6pm.  Everyone is welcome, especially our new parents.  We have 
very friendly meetings once each half term and work to help raise funds to support the school. There is no obligation 
to attend every meeting and no special skills are required, enthusiasm is all that is needed, please come along if 
you can. 
 
Community Messages 
 
Church Christmas Musical – Advance Notice 
This takes place on Saturday December 3rd at Tickton Little Theatre and is called “Lights, Camel, Action! It’s 
Strictly the Nativity”.  
We will require youngsters aged 8 upwards for lots of singing and dancing (as per the title!). Rehearsals will be on 
Mondays from 6.30 to 8 pm. Older brothers and sisters of secondary age will be welcome too.  Please come along 
to the Methodist Church at 6.30 in Monday October 3rd for a preliminary session, or phone Kate or Richard Powell 
on 01964 542189 after September 24th.  
 
Tickton Youth Club would like to invite you to become a member, so if you are aged 10 or over, why not come 
along, bring a friend and get involved.  The club takes place in the village hall every Tuesday during term time from 
7 – 9pm and costs just £1. For more information please ring Geoff on 07843 916974 or Sue 07519315217. 
 
A New Baby and Toddler Group, ‘Tickton Time Out’, for babies and children from 0 – 5 years is being started by 
the Church in Tickton on Thursday 6th October from 9.30 – 11am, at the Methodist Chapel.  There will be stories, 
toys, music, craft and refreshments.  Just call in and join us.  All helpers are DBS checked.   
 
 
School Achievements:  
 
YR: Welcome to our summer birthday children; Ellie, Isabella, Lily, Danny, Elliott, Emily, Millie, Holly, Mia & Isabelle 
 
Children mentioned in Good Work assembly: 
(This can be for a good piece of work in any subject, good effort or for showing resilience etc.) 
 
YR: Summer, Y1: Elizabeth, Y2: Imogen, Y3: Alfie, Y4: Henry, Y5: Emily, Amelia I, Y6: Alfie 
 
Children who have shown good examples of our values in action: 
(This is for children who have been ‘spotted’ demonstrating unprompted behaviours and attitudes that support our 
values of caring, trust, respect, honesty and forgiveness) 
 
YR: Elliott LG, Y1: Alicia, Logan, Y2: Harry, Chloe, Y3: Lincoln, Y4: Hannah, Y5: Riley, Thomas E, Y6: Isabel 
 
VIPs (For children who have had a really good week in school in some or all areas) 
YR: Millie O & Freddie M, Y1: Kai, Y2: Jolie, Y3: Freddie, Y4: Hannah, Y5: Macie, Y6: Abigail 
 
Certificates: 
Gold: Matthew K 
 
 
 
Feedback:  We do appreciate your feedback as it helps us to improve our school further as well as celebrate the things 
that have gone well, so if you are happy – or not – about something, please let us know. 
Parental Feedback:    Date: 
Feedback/ Issue: 
 
 
 
 
 
 Name:  
 Would you like an appointment with Miss Brown to discuss this further?      
 
You can also share your thoughts and opinions, both positive and negative, of our school through the Ofsted site Parent 
View either  by using this address/link, https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or typing ‘Parent View’ into Google.  

https://

